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• A programme of and

• International wildlife trade monitoring organisatio n.
• TRAFFIC works to ensure that the trade in wild plan ts 

and animals is not a threat to the conservation of nature.
• Founded in 1975.
• Over 22 offices around the world – including offices  in 
South Africa, Hong Kong, Mainland China and Japan.



Abalone 
(Haliotis midae)

• Abalone are marine molluscs. The African 
species that is traded  (Haliotis midae) is found 
only in South Africa . 

• Abalone are commercially harvested through 
a wild capture fishery and from a number of  
mariculture operations. (Fishery closed in 2008)

• Caught mainly for its meat and more than 
95% is exported. 

• Fetches the highest price for any seafood 
product in South Africa. Fishery provides 
employment to hundreds of people.

• Biggest market is Asia: Hong Kong , China, 
Japan and Taiwan.  

• Traded in various forms: live, frozen, dried and 
canned.



South Africa



• Expensive food product- in  particular 
dried abalone.

• Dried abalone: indication of wealth 
and social status; served at banquets, 
business functions.

• South African species –canned up to 
GBP35 per can; dried – between 
GBP200 and GBP450 per kg.



Poaching and illegal trade

• High value product, easy to access and found along 
an extensive area of the South African coastline.

• Syndicated criminal networks involved, links to drug 
trade.

• Coastal communities characterised by poverty, 
unemployment and high levels of crime. Involvement 
in illegal harvest and trade is almost institutionalised in 
many of these communities. Illegal trade is causing 
terrible social problems within coastal communities.

• Massive loss of revenue to South Africa – unknown, 
but estimates range from ZAR500 million to ZAR1 
billion per annum (USD 70 -140 million) per annum.
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How can trade monitoring help us?
• TRAFFIC looked initially at customs trade for Hong Kong and 

subsequently, Japan, Taiwan and Mainland China.
• Trade monitoring and analysis assisted in determining key 

trade routes for illegally harvested abalone.  There is no legal
trade through Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Swaziland and 
very limited exports from Namibia – yet data shows imports 
from these countries.  

• Determining volumes of illegally harvested abalone and 
traded forms.

• Identifies key market States – important for collaboration on 
compliance.

• Ground-truthing poaching estimates – an important factor in 
the development of annual quota for commercial wild capture 
fishery.

• Determining the impact of CITES listing.



Imports of dried abalone into HK - 2002 (country of  consignment)
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Comparing Hong Kong imported data and that of confiscated number  
of abalone as whole mass (kg)
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Imports of live, fresh, chilled abalone 
from South Africa, Mozambique, 

Namibia and Swaziland 2000 to 2005 
into South Africa, Japan, Taiwan and 

Mainland China

kg

China, 
50,950, 3%

Japan, 
719,622, 41%

Taiw an, 
49,484, 3%

Hong Kong, 
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kg
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Mainland China



Appendix III listing

• Listed by South Africa on CITES Appendix III - came 
into effect on 3 May 2007.

• Applies to ALL consignments of abalone  whether from 
wild or mariculture (farmed) sector.

• Why CITES?  Trade is almost entirely international –
placing abalone on CITES Appendix III enlists the 
assistance of countries of transit and countries of final 
import; enforcement measures focused almost 
exclusively in South Africa.

• Analysis of 2007 HK data showed imports from 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Namibia post CITES 
listing coming into effect.

• TRAFFIC is carrying out an evaluation of the CITES 
listing.


